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Mow I Nebuchadnezzar praisé andextol and honor the 


\bellious heart, and make.the proudest of monarchs 


High God, by the purifying 
said to the Jews: by the mouth of the prophet, 
‘Come let us reason tegether: though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow ; though 
|they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.’ 


The free agency of mau is thought by many to 
counteract the strong arm of Jehovah. But the 
inquirer after truth will see, by our text and con- 
text, that Jehovah is able to subdue the most re- 


bow to his sceptre and acknowledge him as_ the 
one Lord of all, whose ‘kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, and bis dominion from generation to 
generation.” The chapter in which our text is 
found, is a proclamation which the king of Bab- 
ylon made unto all people, nations and languages; 


King of Heaven, all whose works are trath, and his ways 
- judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to 
abase. Dan. iv. 37. 


These are the words of the once proud and 
haughty king of Babylon. The kingdom, over 
which this haughty monarch ruled, bad become 
wealthy and potent inarms. The pride and over- 
grown ambition of the people bad rendered it 
the common enemy of mankind, and by their 
numbers and warlike skill, they were able to sub- 


due and cruelly oppress their cotemporaries—|| vision, and from whom he received an explana- 


That all nations did actually bend under the bur- 
den of the Babylonian yoke, is a fact well estab- 
_lisehd by the records of antiquity. The power 
and extent of that great monarchy isacknowledg- 
ed by Daniel in his words to Belshazzar. +O 


and in this proclamation, be gives au account of 
the process by which his spirit was-humbled and 
he'was taught to acknowledge the God of heaven 
jas the moral Governor of the world. He relates 
in this proclamation a dream, which he told to] 


H 


all of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans anq| 
soothsayers in his realm; none of which could! 
interpret it. He at last called to him Daniel, the 
Jewish prophet, to whom he related his nocturnal’ 


tion.’ The interpretation of the dream was that, 
ithe king should be driven from among men—that 
‘he should have bis dwellingamong the beasts of 
ithe field, eat grass as oxen, be wet with the dew! 
lof heaven, until seven times should pass over him 


thou king, says Daniel to Belshazzar, ‘the most 
high God gave Nebuchadnezzar, thy father, a 
kingdom and majesty, and glory, and honor: and! 
for the majesty that he gave him, all people, na-; 
tions, and languages, trembled and feared before: 
him. Whom be would, he slew, and whom he 
would he keptalive.” ‘The rage for conquest, ex- 

_ercised by this haughty power—the wealth accu- 
mulated by subjecting the surrounding nations to 
this monarch, were well calculated to engender in 
the bosom of frail mortal man unbounded pride 

and arrogance. ‘The impious demand of this 
overgrown monarch, for the ‘people, nations and 
languages, under his wide spread dominion, to 
fall down and worship the golden image which he 
had built on the plains of Dura, isa lucid demon- 
stration of his unbounded pride and domina- 
‘tion. ‘ But that God, whorules in tke armies of 
heaven and afong earth’s inhabitants—in whose 
hand is the heart of the king—who turneth it as 
the rivers of water, whithersoever he will—tound 
no trouble in humbling his pride and inducing 
him to praise, honor and extol the King of heaven, 
Even the proud heart of a Nebuchadnezzar could 
easily be humbled and made to acknowledge the 
jane, aK 


dom, by the might of my power and for the hon- 


Imine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding 


j—till thou know, (says the prophet,) that the; 
\Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
lgiveth it to whomsoever he will’—all-of which 
jhe says came upon him. For at the end of) 
twelve mouths, he walked in the palace of the! 
‘kingdom of Babylon—and said, ‘Ts not this great 
‘Babylon, that I have built for the house of king- 


Fie | 
‘ors of my majesty? . While the word was in the 


NUMBER 23. 


‘returned unto mie, and J blessed the Most High, 
and I praised and honored him that liveth forever 
and ever, whose dominion is an everlasting do- 
minion and his kingdom from generation to gen- 
eration: and all the inhabitants of the earth are 
reputed as nothing, and he doeth according to his 
will ip the armies of heaven and among the inhab- 
\Itants of the’ earth: and nove can stay his hand, 


‘or say, unto him what doest thou 

| This is the humble acknowledgment of this 
fonce proud and haughty monarch—he is now 
‘willing to allow that there isa being before whom 
i not merely himself, but all the inbabitants of the 
earth are reputed as nothing. Before his debase- 
ment, he thought himself a God—he now ac- 
iknowledges himself a worm of te dust, as noth- 
jing, when compared with the Deity. He does not 
consider himself able to withstand God. 

There is a very popular objection to the doctrine 
lof the final restitution of all things, which is that 
the obstinacy of man cannot be humbled—his 
endless misery ig a natural consequence of his 


obstinacy. It is admitted that.it is the will or, at 


| 


least, the desire of Deity, that all men stould be 
saved—but the great difficulty lies in the obstina- 
cy and depravity of the human heart. Now my 
|\dear hearer, we would inquire, if God found any 
diffienity in converting the proud, the haughty 
king of Babylon? © And if this was a diffi- 
cult ease, do you really believe. that our heavenly 
iParent will ever be thwarted? ‘O yes, says our 
\Methodist or Arminian brother. We will pro- 
duce a cuse from the last part of the 23d chapter 
of Matthew. There the compassionate Savior 
jaddresses the Jews in the following language, ‘ O 
‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem ! ‘thou that killest the proph- 
[ets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee 
‘how often would I have gathered thy childreu 
itogether, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under wings, and ye would not? Here is an in-' 
istance, says the objector, to the point. Here the 


‘king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, say- 
‘ing, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it isspoken 3 
the kingdom is departed from thee. And they, 
shall drive thee from inen, and thy dwelling shall 
‘be with the beasts of the field; they shall make 
\thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall| 
pass over thee, [how long ?] until thou know that, 
that the Mosr Hien ruleth in the kingdom of, 
jmen, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. The) 
same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchad-) 
nezzar: and he was driyen from men, and did eat, 
grass as oxen, and’his body was wet with the dew) 
of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles’ 
feathers and his nails like birds’ claws. And _ at 


| 


| 
| 


‘theless not as J will, but as thou wilt.’ 


‘Savior says he would bave gathered them together, 
: : i 

‘but they would nots and he fairly wept when he 
} . . * a 
lsaw them rushing into the arms of destruction— 


(in articulo mortis, as the physician would say, tnta 


the arms of death.) 


You will recollect, my dear hearer, that a short 
‘time before our Savior was crucified, he tcld his 
disciples that bis soul was sorrowful, even unto 
death; and he said to them, ‘tarry ye hera and 
watch with me. And he wenta little further and 
fell on his face and prayed, saying, ‘ O my Father, 
if it be possible let this cup pass from me: never- 
The in- 
spired penman tells us that Christ was made in all 


theend of the days, I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up 


\ 
.J 


points like unto his brethren. - Now it is net 
strange, that in view of the excruciating death 


‘ 


i . 
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which he was about to suffer—when he saw the)John. Itreads thus, * but though he had done) God, wep’ 


Jewish cross, and other implements of ‘death in ’ 
horrid: array before “*him—his human feelings’ not on him,’ That the saying of Esaias, the pro- 
should recoil at the torture and agony of the cross) phet, might be fulfilled, which be. spake, ‘ Lord, 
—and that he should sweat, as it were, great drops | who hath believed our report? To whom hath 
of blood, in view of the mooniless midnight of the arm of the Lord been revealed ? Therefore} 
‘death which he must pass ; and being governed by ldkey could not believe, because, that Hsaias: said 
the impulse of the moment, it is not strange that again : He hath blidned their eyes, and hardened 
he should pray, that, if it were possible, this bit-| sheir heart: that they should not see with their 
ter cup might pass from. But is it probable, that eyes, nor understand with their hearts, and be con- 
he would have evaded this cup, if in his power, | verted, and I should heal them.’ Surely, the same 
when he again took a broad survey of the great |power which blinded their eyes, could open them 
plan of redemption to be effected by bis death ?i—the same hand’ which hardened ‘their ‘hearts, 
It is, we think, certain that the Savior wished to |could soften them. © But had their eyes been 
evade this death,only while taking an abstract view opened and their hearts softened, at this time, by 
after the first prayer be returned and/these miracles of the Sayior the word of the) 
Peter, Lord, by the mouth of the prophet, would have} 
\been falsified. 5) 


of it; for 
finding his disciples asleep, he ‘saith unto 
What? could ye not watch with me one hour = 
Watch and pray, that ye enter potinto temptation: | The same proposition which I have here ad-| 
the spirit indeed is willing but the flesh is weak.” vanced js suported by the apostle Paul to the Ro-| 
Here he acknowledges that the spirit was willing, mans. He says, ‘ What'then 2 Herael hath not 
but the flesh weak. He went away again aud, obtained that which he seeketh for: but the elec-| 
prayed, saying, ‘O my Father, if this cup may! tion bath obtained it, and the rest were blinded, 
not pass away from ime, except [ drink it, thy will) according as it is written, God hath given them 
be done’ He prayed the third time, saying the the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not 


same words. It is again evident that, all things) see, and ears that they should not hear wnto this|\ 


considered, Christ did not wish to evade the death | day. Notice, my hearer, he does not say that they 
of the cross; for you well remember, my hearers. | never shall hear''ahd> suet Nos. Lf hesdian-he 
that, at the time the Savior was betrayed, one of) would contradict himself before he gets. through 
te disciples structs off the ear of the high Priesv’s) the chapter, for towards the last end of it he.tells| 
servant, and Christ commanded him to put his! as that these very reprobates—‘ all Israel, shall be| 


sword into its place, and adds—‘ Thinkest thou) sayed’ God has given them the spirit of slum. | 
tha: I cannnot now pray to. my Father, and he per, eyes that they should not see and ears that) 


ger 7 no © > 5 = | $, 
shall presently give me more than twelve legion® they should not hear envo vats pay. (The old 


so many miracles before them, yet they believed child in view 


2e tender m 
medical process through 
which it must be carried that it may be raised to 
health. And if the feelings of the Son’ of God 
were such as to cause him to weep.over the tem- 
poral calamities and sufferings of the Jewish na- 
\tion, what, think ye my hearers, would have,been 
‘his sensations—the agonies of his sympathetic 
bosom—had be foreseen their endless misery ?— . 
had be believed in the doctrines of our modern 


i 


ichurchies ? 
Ab! says the objector, ‘thisis the very reason 
‘why he wept! If the Universalist doctrine be 
ltrue, he had mo reason to weep; for, according to 
their sentiment, these Jews will be just as well off 
lin the future state as if they had never crucified 
the Lord of life and glory. If Universalism be 
ltrue, it makesno kind of difference what we do, 
or what we suffer; we shall all be well off at last. 
If I believed this doctrine I would never weep at 
any thing? ; 


I shall answer this objection by admitting that, 
‘if the doctrine of endless, misery be true, every 
\thing else—that is, all other’ misery—is. of minor 
|consequence, ‘and’ when compared with endless 
misery, shrinks into nothing; and is not, as my 
opponent, says worth atear. | We do not wonder 
that the sincere believer in the doctrine of endless 
woe, looks upon all other misery as nothing—and 
|feelsas if, could he escape this, he would not care 
a fig’about all the rest.. If we believed it we 
\think we should féel so ourselves. But notwith- 
standing this ‘cogent argument of the objector, 
|\we think that his theory ‘and practice will contra- 


1 
} 
| 
i 


of angels? But how then shall_the scriptures be: Calvinistic doctrine was, that they never shouldijdict each other. For we have seen many who 


fulfilled ? This proves, we think, that Christ did pear and see. But the most we can say, is that this| 
not wish onthe whole to evade this death ;: he did Had the 
not wish even to have his disciples endeavor to de-| 
fend him—tut he wished to have the scriptures | 
fulfilled. His prayer, that the cup might, if pos-| 
sible, pass from bin, was only an impulse of the 


‘doctrine and the apostle are at issue.) 
‘while he was on earth, they would not have ¢ru- 
cified the Savior, and the ancient prophecies 
| would nothave been fulfilled. Therefore when} 
moment; for he knew the scriptures—the designs] Ghyist wept over Jerusalem—he was, no doubt, 
of the Almighty Father of all, must be effected. impelled to it by the tender compassion of -his 
Were it possible for any power to alter the One) sympat hetic bosom, vather than by a wish to alter) 
great designing mind, he would have removed) ihe wise plans of heaven. As he told his disciples 
this bitter.cup of death from the parched lips of hi | vespecting his own death, the spirit truly was 
own dear Son! And it was not for the want of] ready, but the’flesh is weak. : 


wer, th Savior suffered himself to be eru-|) .. a) , 3 ies 
Pores Ale J avian <p tes " 2e YU") We will illustrate our idea on this point by 
cified by the Jews. No ; it- was that he might ef- 


‘ : lsimilitude, that we may notbe misunderstood. A! 
feet the great plan of redemption. : 


The Jews} : ‘ (ae fs 

ae : EMA c “parent bas a diseased child—his feelings towards 

could not have taken his life against his will. Hel But Teele 
says, as recorded in the 10th of John, ‘Therefore, 
doth my Father love me, because I lay down my 


‘the child are extremely tender. 
lbenefit of the child he wishes. to administer to} 
life, that T might take it again, No man taketh | 
ir from me, but Tlay it down of myself. I have 


lita very disgusting, nauseating medicine. 
‘knuws that the medicine will cure his little} 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it |discased offspring; yet when he comesto adminis: 
iter the dose, and sees the stomach of the little 

sufferer rise against the nauseating crug, he weeps 


preaching and miracles of Christ converted them) 


Hel 


|professed to believe the doctrine of endless mise- 
lry, who did not think that temporary ‘misery: was 
beneath their notice ; and wept, as readily as oth- 
lers, at the earthly misery of their fellow creatures. 
And if those who believe the doctrine of endless 
woe,can weep for a temporary calamity,surely the 
Savior, who, we think, never believed nor taught 
such a sentiment, must be allowed to weep over 
the temporal judgments about to fall upon Jerusa- 
lem!! ‘Phat the Savior did not believe that these 
Jews, over whom he wept, would be endlessly 
miserable, we will now endeavor to prove to you 
by the following context. 


We will first quote the 37th verse, that the hear- 
er may see the connection. O Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem! thou that killest the prophets, and stonest 
them which are seni unto thee 5 how often would 
I have gathered thy children together even as a 
hen gathereth her.chickens under her wings, and 
ye would not. The next verse is, ‘Behold your 
house is Jeft unto you desolate ;’? and the next, 
\« For, Isay unto you, ye shall not see me hence- 


again! By this you willbe convinced that it wes | 
ota want of power which induced the Savier to} 4 : 
dienes" suas °land says, ‘O my.child, how gladly would F avoid 
give himself up. to crucifixtion—although he}... ‘ ye eee j 
we .,,_ | giving you this sickening dose and heal you with- 
prayed that the cup of death, if it were -possible|° |. eke 
: : + gs R out it? So our. heavenly Father, 1f his wisdom 
micht pass from him—that is, if it were consistent || : ‘ 
wl he platis of dnfinite wisdom had seen best to have raised the Jews and Gen- 
with ta . 3 . 
pe es i tiles to that state of blessedness which he- has de- 
‘signed for them, without hardening their hearts, 
blinding their eyes and carrying them through the 
iron furnace of affliction, there is no question but 


So in the case of Jerusaiem. It was not for 
the want, of power—tbat Christ did not gather) 
the Jews together asa hen gathereth her brood 


under her wiongs—it was not for the want of pow- 


what he would have done it, as infinite wisdom 


er thathe did not convert them to christianity—it 
was because it was otherwise planned in the 
) 


and power are never guilty of using any means to 


forth, fill ye shall say, blessed is he who cometh 
in the name of the Lord” We wish you would 
mark this my hearer. These are the same Jews 
over whom he weptthe same to wliom he said, 
‘Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels—the same 
whom he sentenced to everlasting punistiment, or 
rather, as it should be rendered, the correction or 
judgment of the age. Hetold these Jews that, 
when they should see him again, they should say, » 


effect their purposes, but the best. The compas-|* Blessed is he who cometh in the name of the 


courses of infinite wisdom. For proof of this 


sionate Savior, in view of the process through||Lord’ 
statement I would refer the hearer to the 12th offwhich the Jews must be carried to bring them toljbring the: brethren of Joseph te do- 


That God my dear hearers, who could 


Pe 


~ begin with a small g. 


an «wonarch had learned by experience. 


<a 
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him in’spite of their enmity, malice and hatred 
—who could humble the spirit of a Nebuchad- 
nezzar and ‘make him to extol and honor the 
iting of heaven—that being who could convert 
a Saul of Tarsus to christianity ; can find no 
trouble in making the most obdurate of the 
human family, bow to his sceptre and pay to 
him théir voluntary homage. 
desires the final happiness of all mankind, and 
atthe same time contend that he has given 
them a law which will prevent the salvation of 
& part, is in our view a contradiction in terms, 
or in language. If God ever desired the final 
selvation of all, when he made men; as he ‘is 
unchangeable in lis desires, and as his first de- 
sire was the best that could be, and forever pre- 
cludes theidea Ufa different desire; it is an 
absolute incongruity—a contradiction Mm senti- 
ment and principle, to suppose that he gave 
tana law which would precludethe possibility 
of an accomplishment of his own desires.— 
God isabsolute Governor of the moral ard nat- 


“ural world. As the Babylonian king declares in 


our text, ‘his ways are judgment.” The word 
judgment we think is here used for discernment 


or decision—meaning that all God’s works ‘are| 


works of wise discernment and decision. 


The king acknowledges that God is a being 
of wise discernment, and that he is able to abase 
those who walk in pride. This the Babyloni- 
Before 
his abasement, he had no knowledge of the 
one, only living and true God $ for, in speaking 
of Daniel, the prophet, he says, ‘in whom, was 
the spirit of the holy Gods,’ evidently alluding 
do the heathen deities, of which there were ma- 


ny. The hearer may at first, object to this 


statement; as at the time the three Jews who]. 


would not pay homage to his graven image, 
were boundand cast into his furnace, the king, 
said,’ lo, I see four men loose, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they have no hurt ; and 
the form of the fourth is like the son of God. 
Your speaker has sometimes been asked the 
question by the Deist, how the king of Babylon, 
he being,a heathen and having no knowledge of 
God, should know that the form of the fourth 
was like'the sonof God? This difficulty my 
hearera, exists only in our translation. Mr. 
Webster, Lowth and other distinguished lin- 
guiste, tell usthat there should be an article in 
this place before the word God, and it should 
The king’s meaning is, 
that the fourth is like the son.of a god—mean- 
ing, like the son of a heathen god, according to 
his notions of a god. After his abasement— 
after the king had been deprived of his reason& 
again recovered it—being forewarned of the 
whole in @ vision of the night--he was then 
yeady to inform himself concernine the true 
God, and probably by the instruction of Daniel, 
he became convinced that there was a_ superin- 
tending power to whom he was indebted for his 
dominion and earthly glory—who ruleth in 
heaven andamong the inhabitants of the earth 
—whose hand none can stay, and unto whom 
none can say what doest thou ? 


In the ease of the Babylonian monarch we have 


To say that God| 


like the mighty. monarch says in bis heart. ‘Is 
‘not this great Babylon, that I have built for the 
house of the kingdom by the might of my power, 
‘and for the honor of my majesty ?? It is not only 


also in the religious world. While mankind are 
|in health, rolling along in the full tide of prosper- 
‘ity, it is then that they build a religious Babylon— 
ababel whose top reaches to heaven—it is then 
ithat.they rely upon the strength of their own arm 
\—it is then that, when asked to give a reason of 


| see 
the hope that is in’ them, we are referred to pecu-| 


Hae . at | 
liar sensations—to a round of religious ceremo-) 
i < I 


undermine the vigor of the constitution, and the 
idread messenger comes up fiom the moonless, 
lmidnight, sonibre shades of death, when the once 
‘bright eye grows cold and glassy, the world’ grad- 
lually recedes from the sight—it is then that our} 


lof our own building seem as nothing—it is then 


jthat our own merits, our boasted works of right- 
'eousuess, vanish into thin air, and we are ready 
lio say, with the huimblest king of Babylon, ‘before 
‘thee, O God all the inhabitants of the earth are} 
lreputed as nothing.” It is then that our hope is in| 
\theLord. While man is in health and prosperity,) 
| ‘pride compasseth him about as a chain’—then he 
feels himself elevated high in the scale of creation, 
a chosen vessel of his Father in heaven, destined) 
to stand at the right hand of our God, in the eter-| 
nal world, to the exclusion of a large proportion 
of his fellow creatures. | 
We are strongly of the opinion, my dear 
‘hearers, that pride keeps its hundreds, yea thou- 
sands, from embracing the doctrine of God's) 
impartial goodness, The doctrineis too hu- 
miliating for the proud heart of man. He 
(wishes to do something himself towards mer- 
iting heaven and happiness in the future world. 
[There is something too simple in the idea of] 
ibeing saved wholy by grace. Like Naaman 
the Assyrian, who went to the prophet Elisha 
to be ‘cleansed of his Jeprosy, men wish to du 
isome greatthing. Thecirections of the Proph- 
et to Naaman were, ‘Go and wash-in Jordan 
seven times and thy flesh shall come to thee 
again and thon shalt be clean.’ But Naaman 
was wroth, and went away and said, ‘Behold| 
1 thought he will surely ¢ome out to me, and 
stand and call on the name of the Lord tis God, 
and strike his hand over the place and recover 
|the leper.’ Naaman evidently wanted some 
great parade about it, he did not. wish to be 
cured by so simple a process. ‘Go wash in 
Jordon.’ Any body could do that! 


Ah, says the hearer; but Universalists do not 
hold to so muchas that. They believe that 
mankind will be saved whether they ‘go wash 
in Jordan or not.’ Not so my dear friend. We 
believe that all mankind must be washed in the 
Jordan of God’s love. John declares that ‘God 
is love.’ The Psalmist says the earth js full 
of water. He again says, ‘O Lord how man- 
ifold are thy works! In wisdom hast thou 


| . . 
\so in things of a temporal er secular nature, but} 


h}ompenced for inthis world. 


. . . > i} 
‘hies—to a very lucid ‘experience, &c. &c. But 
\ | 
iwhen bealth fails, when pale sickness begins to]| 
jsomething better? 


| ibe. |walkin pride. 
own works appear as a mere cobweb—it is then | 


\that our Babylonian spires and every aerial castle | 


\(Jer: 27, 274) 


member;’ yes shall remember ‘ and turn unto 
the Lord,’ that ‘all the kindreds of the nations 
shall worship before him.’ We believe that 
God can effect this as wellas humble the proud 
heart of a Nebuchadnezzer. 

Proud wan wishes to do, some great: thing 
himself, to do something more than he is ree- 
He is told to trust 
to the love and mercy of God for himself and 
the whole family cf man. He asks if there is 
not something better?—if there is not another 
chance? } 

It was precisely so with the leper, Naaman. 
When Elisha told him ‘Go wash in Jordan,’— 
it was quite too simple a process. Could the 
waters of Jordan heal him ?° \Was there not 
Are not. Abana and Phar- 
par, rivers of. Damascus, better than all the 


| waters of Israel?. may Inot wash.in them and 


be clean? . Bul. the proud Chaldean monarch 
ilearned that God was able to abase those who 
The proud spirit of man must ‘ 
be brought down by affliction—this is the iron 
jfurnace in which he must be refined. God says 
to Israel by the mouth of the prophet, (Isaiah 
48-10) ‘behold I have refined thee, but not 
|with silver: Ihave .chosen thee in the fur- 
jnace of affliction.” The pride of nations as 
;well as of individuals must be humbled in the 
jsame way. The Jews, God’s chosen people, 
rolled on in w:eckedness until overtaken by the 
judgments of heaven—until they were plunged 
into the ‘ lowest. hell’—until their national ex- 
istence was destroyed. They were: plunged 
into what isin the scriptures denominated ev- 
erlasting five. Think not my learer that this 
fireis in another world because it 1s caljed ever- 
lasting. No; thereare many things in our 
world which are called everlasting... We have 
no account in the scriptures of any everlasting 
fires for, punishment in the future incorruptible 
state...‘ There mankind are to be as the angels 
of God in heaven. 

The Lord speaking by the mouth of the 
Prophet Isaiah says of himself, ‘ whose fire is 
in Zion and his furnace in Jerusalem.’ He also 
said by the mouth: of-Jeremiah to the Jews 
Bat if ye will not hearken unto 
me to follow the sabbath day : and not to fear 
a burden, even entering in at the gates of Je- 
rusalem on the sabbath day : then will I kind « 
a fire inthe gates thereof, and it shall devour 
the places of Jerusalem, and it shall not be 
quenched.’ We wish you would notice where 
this fire was to be, which should not be quench- 
ed, inthe gates of Jerusalem. God also told 
this same people, ‘ As silver is melted in the 
midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in 
the midst thereof, and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord. Here we have it. Here is the ob- 
ject of this fire—here is the object of punish- 
ment.* And ye shall know that | am the Lord. 
The fire in Zion—the furnace in Jerusalem— 
the unquenchable fire in the gates of Jerusalem : 
and in fact al] punishment is corrective designed 
te teach mankind that God is the Lord. Anda 
knowledge of God, is eternal life. 

This was the design of Duty in the punish- 
ment brought upon the Chaldean monarch, ah- 
this punishment had_ the desired effect as does 


my friends,a specimen or representation of hu- 
. man nature in general. Man is composed of such 
materials that a full tide of prosperity engenders 
in his bosom a spirit of independence and pride. 
He forgets in these moments, his entire depend- 
emee upon the great Giver of every blessing andj 


all punishment, in the hand of him who ruleth 
In the vision of the prophet Isaiah, he says thei heaven. All these firey dispensations from 
seraphim, which he saw cried, ‘Holy, Holy, God our Father are the effect oflove. ‘ Whom 
Holy, is the Lord of hosts;’ the whole earth is the Lord loveth the Ghasteneth and scourgeth 
‘ull of hig glory. The sweet,singer of Israe]|j/every son whom he receiveth, Then do not 
declares that ‘all the ends of the earth shall re- let us, ny bearers, repine under the chastening 


made them all; the earth is full of thy riches.’ 


win i ; : 


| q 
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hand of our Father; for inthe very moment o! 
‘Our deepest miseries and afflictions, we are en- 
citcled in the arms of redeeming Jove. We 
may atall times and under all circumstances 
say with the Poet, 


Within thy circling power | deed: 
On every side I find thy hand ; 
Awake, asleep, at home, abroad, 
1am surrounded still wiih God. 


ECommunticattows, 


The. follwing letter taken from Jefferson’s Works, 
vol. 3. p 506, exhibits the religious character of the 
immortal-author of the Declaratiou of Independence 
in quite a different light fiom thal. in which it has 
been viewed by some of the orthodox party. That 
Mr, Jefferson wasa genuine and sincere christian, 
no one can doubt after reading this letter to Dr. Rush 
and the paper which accompanied it. His gigantic 
intellect soared far above the petty creeds of the day, 
und embraced the liberal and happy tenets of true 
christianity. I scarcely know an example which I 
would sooner holdup fur the imitation of the rising 
generation than the whole life of this illustrious 
man. , L. 
THOMAS JEFFERSON TO DR. RUSH. 
hac Washington, April 21, 1803., 
Dear Siz: 
1n some of the delightful conversa- 
tions with you, in the evenings of 1798-99, and 
which served asan anodyne to the afflictions of 
the crisis through which our country was then la- 
boring, the christian religion was sometimes our 
topic; and I then promised you, that, one day or 
other, 1 would give you my views of it. They are 
the result ofa life of inquiry and reflection, and 
very different from that anti-christian system im- 
puted to me by those who know nothing of my 
opinions. Tothe corruptions of Christianity 1)° 
am: indeed oppossd ; but not to the genuine pre- 
cepts of Jesus himself. I ama christian, in the 
only sense in which he wished any one to be; sin- 
cerely attached to his doctrines, in,prefereuce to 
all others; ascribing to himself every human excel- 
lence; and believing be never claimed any otier. 
Allthe short intervals since these conversations, 


when Icould justifiably abstract my mind fron! 
irious. 


public affairs, the subject has been uuder my con- 
templation. But the more I considered it, the 
more it expanded beyond the measure of either 
my time or information. In the moment of my 
late departure from Monticello, 1 received from 
Doctor Priestly his little treatise of ‘Socrates and 
Jesus compared,’ This being asection of the 
general view [had taken of the field, it became a 
subject of reflection while on the road, and unoc- 
cupied otherwise. The result was, to arrange in 
smy mind a syllabus, or subline of such an estimate 
of the comparative merits of cliristianity, as J 
wished to see executed by some one of more leijs- 
ure and information for the task, than myself,— 
This I nowsend you, as the only discharge of my 
promise I can probably ever execute.” And in 
confiding it to you, I know it will not be exposed 
to the malignant perversions of those who make 
every word from me a text for new misrepresen- 
tationsand calumnies. Tam moreover averse to 
the communication of my religious tenets to th 
public ; because it would countenance the pre- 
sumption of thoss who jaave endeavored to draw 


\Jews, Jesus appeared. 


: oer | 
them before that tribunal, and to seduce public 
opinion to erect itself into that inquisition over 
the rights of cunscience, which the laws have so) 
Tt behoves every man who val-/ 
ues liberty of conscience for himself, to resist in- 
|vasions of itin the case of others; or their case 
may, by chanrge ‘of circumstances, become his! 
It behoves him, too, in his own ease, to 
give no example of concession, betraying the com- 
mon right of independent opinion, by answering 
questions of faith; which the laws have left be- 
uveen God and himself. Accept my affectionate 


justly prescribed. 


ownh. 


salutations. THOMAS JEFFERSON. 


Thomas Jefferson. 


In acomparitive view of the Ethics of the en- 
lightened nationsof antiquity, of the Jews, and of 
Jesus, no notice should be taken of the corrup- 


idolatry and superstition of the vulgar, nor of the} 
corruptions of christianity by the learned among 
its professors. 

Let a just view be taken of the moral princi- 


of ancient philosophy, or of their individuals; par-/ 
ticularly Pythagoras, Socrates, Ppicurily, Cicero, || 
Epictetus, Seneca, Antonius. 

I. Philosophers. 1, Their precepts related chief- 
ly to ourselves, and the government of those pas- 
sions which, unrestrained, would disturb our tran- 
quility of mind, 
they were really great. 

2. In developing our duties to others, they were 
short and defective. They embraced, indeed, the 


riotism, or the love of our country in the aggre- 


bors and countrymen they taught justice, but) 
scarcely viewed them as within the ¢ ircle of be-| 
nevolence. Still less have they inculcated peace, | 
charity, and love to our fellow men, or embraced 
with benevolence the whole family of mankind. 
II. Jews. 1. Their system was Deism; thatis, 
the belief in one only God. But their ideas of) 
him and of his attributes were degrading and inju- 


2. Their Ethics were not only imperfect, but 
ofien irreconcilable with the scund dictates of 
reasob and morality, as they respect intercourse 
with those around us;. and repulsive and anti-so-|) 
cial, as respecting other nations. They needed)! 
reformation, therefore, in an eminent degree. 


é 
Ilf. Jesus. In this state of things among the 
scure; bis coudition poor ; his education nul; his) 
natural endowments great; his life correct and|\ 
innocent; he was meek, benevolent, patient, firm,| 
disinterested, and of the sublimest eloquence. 


The disadvantages under which his doctrines 
appear are remarkable. 

1. Like Socrates and Epictetus, be wrote noth-) 
ling himself. 

2. But he had nat, like them, a Xenophon or 
an Arrian to write for bim. 
who ony used the name of Socrates to cover the 
whimsies of his own brain, On the contrary, all 


‘Syllabus of an estimate of the Merit of the doc- 
trines of Jesus, compared with those of others, by 


tions of reason among the ancients, to evil, the) 


plesinculcated by the most esteemed of the sects) 


fn this branch of philosophy) - 


gate, as a primary obligation ; towards our neigh-|| 


His parentage was ob-/) 


I name not Plato,|| , 


r advantages ; and the com- 

mitting to writing his life and doctrines fell on 
unlettered and ignorant men ; who- wrote, too, 
from memory, and not till long after the transac- 
‘tions had passed. 
3. According to the ordinary fate of those who 
attempt to enlighten and reform mankind, he fell 
an early vietim to the jealousy and combination 
of the altar and the throne, #t about thirty-three 
‘years of age, his reaSon having not yet attained 
the maximum of its energy, nor the course of his 
‘preaching, which was but of three years at most, 
‘presented Occasions for devolping a complete sys- 
item of 1norals, : 

4, Hence the doctrines which he really deliver- 
ied were defective as a whole, and fragments only 
jof what’ he did deliver have come to us, mutilated, 
‘misstated, and often unintelligible. 

5. They have been still more disfigured by the 
corruptions of schismatizing followers, who have 
found an interest in sophisticating and perverting 
ithe simple doctrines he taught, by engrafting on 
Bl them the mysticisms of a Grecian sophist, fritter- 
ang them into subtleties, aud obscuring them with 
jargon, until they have caused good men to rejeet 
\the whole in disgust, and to view Jesus himself as 
an imposter. 


| 
i 


| Notwithstanding these disadvantages, a system 
Pi morals is presented to us, which, if filled up in 
isee style and spiritof the rich fragments he left 
‘us, would be the most perfect and sublime that 
has ever been taught by man. : 

The question of bis being a member of the God- 
head, or in direct communication with it, claimed 
for him by some of his: followers, and denied by 


bis 3 ,others, is foreigt = pr iew: tehiy 
circles of kindred and friends, and ineuleated pat-| ° 7 ign tothe present view; which is 


‘mainly an estitnate of the intrinsic merit of his 
|doctrines, 

| 1. He corrected the Deism of the Jews, con- 
|finmg them in their belief of one only God, and. 
igiving them juster notions of his attributes and 
government. 

2. His moral doctrines, relating to kindred and 
friends, were more pure and perfect than those of 
‘the most correct of the philusophers, and greatly 
more g so than those of the Jews; and they went 
far beyond both in inculcating universal philan- 
‘thropy, not only to kindred and friends, to neigh- 
‘bors and countrymen, but to all mankind, gather- 

jing all into one family, under the bonds of Jove, 

charity, peace, cotumon wants, and common aids. 

|A-development of this bead will evince the pecu- 
‘har suveriority of the system of Jesus over ali 
others. 

3. The precepts of philosophy, and of the He- 

brew code, laid bold of actions only. “He pushed 

‘his serutinies into the heart of man; erected his 
‘wibunal in the region of his thoughts, and purifi- 


‘ed the watersat the fountain head. 


4. He taught, emphatically, the doctrine of a 


‘future state, which was either doubted, or disbe- 


‘lieved by the Jews; and wielded it with efficacy, 
as am important incentive, supplementary to the 


other motives to moral conduct. 


‘O fear the Lord, therefore, all the days of 
thy life, and walk in the paths ‘which he hath 


he learned of his country, entrenched in its pow- 


er and riches, were opposed to him, lest his labors|iihy band, benevolence war 


opened before thee. Let prudence admonish 
thee, let temperance restrain, let justice guide 


m thy heart, and . 


2 


RELIG) 


OUS 


INQUIRER AND GOSPEL ANCHOR. 


181 


= 2 


gratitude to Heaven inspire th e with devotion. 
These shall give thee bappiness in thy present 
state, and bring thee tothe mansions of eternal 
felicity in tbe paradise of God.’ 


OULZRER AND ANCRORs 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1835. 


i 


ua 


Devicatton.—The new Universalist Church, in Troy 
N. Y. will be dedicated to the worship of the ‘ one only 
living and true God,’ on Friday the eleventh day of Sep 
tember. Services to commence at two o’clock in the 
afternoon, Sermon byBr. I. D, Williamson, ministering 
brethren and friends, who can make it convenient, are 
invited to attend. ; 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.—We perceive from a late num 

ber of the ‘Trumpet,’ that a strong effort is being made 
in Massachusetts, for. abolishing capital punishment in 

that ancient commonwealth. This is as it should be.— 
Along with the stately goings forth of the truth, as it is 
in Jesus, we are glad to see, a spirit of benevolence, 

(which we might naturally expect,) at work moulding 
the hearts of the people into the merciful image of 
Christ. We hope the holy breathings of that spirit of 

clemency may continue, and extend, from heart to heart, 

from city to city, and nationto nation, until every relict 
of barbarism shall be expunged from the penal code of 

every nalion. Aside from the absolute wickedness of 
the thing itself, there are in our opinion, many sore and 

grievous evils, which are entailed upon community, by 

the prevailing mode of inflicting a public, and ignomin- 
jous death upon transgressors. Not the least among 
these, may be reckoned the deadning influence, that 

such exhibitions exert upon the moral sensibilities of the 
people. We know that man is the creature of habit, 

and his mind soon conforms itself to the circumstances 
with which it associates, and drinks in their spirit. A 

Physician, by habit, soon.comes to look on sickness and 

pain withsearcely an emotion. The soldier in a short 
time by habit, gets so that he can look upon blood and 
carnage without a sigh ora tear, and mingle his laugh 
with the groans of the dying. An effect insome measure 
similar to this is produced upon the finer moral sensibili 

ties of the multitude, who Jook upon the death of the 
malefactor. Suppose, for instance, a man'was to be 
hung in our streets every day. How long would it be be- 
fore those of the most delicate frame of mind would pass 
the gibbet with as much unconcern as they now pass 
ihe shambles of the butcher? We can tell by much 
whut a little will do, and we risk nothing in saying that} 
every execution brings the people one step nearer that! 
state of morbid insensibility, in which they can see the 
life of a fellow, taken, with the most perfect indifference. 
We might press the question upon the advocates of cap- 
ital punishment ; whether such a state of feeling if gain: 
ed, would not of all others, be the most unfavorable to 
the cause of virtue, and all those charities, and duties, 
which fiow frcm the finer feelings of the heart? If yea ; 


then why continue a practice that is leading the people | 


by slow but constant steps, into that very state of mind? 

By the way—speaking of capital punishment, reminds 
us of an argument inits favor, which we once heard ad- 
vanced ; and as our readers may like to hearargnments, 
pro and con, we will lay it before them. We were tray- 
elling in the stage inthe western part New York, in com- 
pany with an Episcopalian clergyman of some note, and 
in the course of conversation we hit upon the subject of 


surance that they were saved. 


much as we'might save the greater part. 


kind of crimes. 


were executed generally gave evidence of piety, and as: 
Our reply was briefly, 
that it might be a question whether repentance, even if 
genuine, was the means of saving men from an endless 
hell ; and it might be a still greater question wheth- 
er repentance produced by ‘the fear of the gallows was} 
genuine. But allowing the argument to be good, the 


But we have been wandering. We hope the efforts of 
the people in Massachusetts will be effectual, that-a 
good and satutary exaniple may be presented for others 
to follow. Fie, upon the notion that such a measure 
will encourage murderers, or increase the number of that 
The history of the world, from Adam io]! 
the present moment, cannot furnish an instance, where 


iry influence upon the morals of the believer, “even 
though his faith extend, so as to embrace all in the pur 
chased possession 2? We cannot discover wherein that 
jindividual’s faith,who believes that he shall be saved and 
his neighbor damned, is any more salutary in its influ: 
ence upon his conduct, thanif he believed that he should 
be saved and his neighbor also. So long as he does not 


| : Ae Sia 
best thing that could be art was, to erecta Bevo ys. believe that he himself willbe damned, that sentiment 
every village, let the Magistrates go to work sentencing | ' 


the people to death, and we would have an universal re-|| 


cannot effect his conduct. Every inducement to good 
morals is drawn from the same source, as if he believed 


vival , and then by hanging them off as soon as convert in the final salvation of all men. The same is true of 
ed, we might do an incalculable amount of good, inas- ; 


each indvidual who believes in the final salvation of 
himself, ‘Where then is the advantage of endless mis. 
ery in promoting the morals of community ? or where the 
evils of Universalism in leading toa declension of mor- 
jals? So long as the goodness and mercy of God, as 
manifested in the salvation of men, have a salutary ten- 
\dency, so long the tendency of. Universalisra must be 
|good—so long the doctrine will exercise a happy influence 
upon the conductof all those who beliéve it. 


crime of any kind, was increased by softening the rig- 
or of laws, and breathing aspirit of mercy in‘o the penai| 
code, Butit can give a thousand cases where an oprpo- 


R. O. W. 


eapital punishment, of which we found him a staunch 


site course has fille¢ community with crime. 
: ¥. Sp: 


Standing.’ 


them the exclusive title of God’s Ministers,’ 


voted to the interests of the world. 


Ministers? That’sall. 1. D. W. 


morals. 
irue. 


ence uponthe morals of men unless it is believed. 


enced by Universalism than any other doctrine. 
alone, in which they believe. 


some one else. 


Ww. 


Pastors.—In ancient times God promised to Israel, 
that he would give them pastors ‘after his own heart,’ 
who should feed them with knowledge, and with under- 
The reader is aware that there is a class of 
men in our day who arrogate to themselves, and those like 
They 
preach the burning wrathof the great Eternal, and pro: 
claim, day and night to the people, that his indignation is 
waxing exceeding y hotagainst them. Atthe same time 
they Offer themselves as good men and true, tenderly de- 
They love the pre- 
cious immortal souls,and would spend &be spent, if they 
could pluck themas ‘brands from the burning. Now we 
desire to ask one simple and plain question. If God is 
So very angry, and these ministers are so-kind aad lov- 
ing, how can they claim to be men‘ according to God’s 
heart,’ and if they are not, why call themselves God’s 


LicenrTious TENDENCY.—There are, no doubt, many 
Limitarians who would be favorably disposed towards Uni- 
versalism were it not for its supposed licentious tendency. 
The belief that all men will finally be saved, they affirm 
and some perhaps sincerely believe it, is calculated to 
exert an unhappy influence upon society,removing all re- 
straintand thus undermining the foundation of public 
And on this ground they would not for the 
world advocate and support it, even if they believed it 


Now it will be admitted that no doctrine has any infla- 
A 
wicked man who isan unbeliever, can no more be influ- 
Believ- 
ers, only, are affected by the doctrines—and those 
Suppose thena man be- 
lieves in endless Mijsery—it is not for himself, but for 
All believers in that doctrine—all at 
least who make a profession of religion—believe also, 
that they themselves willbe saved. They have no faith 
in endless misery so far as themselves are concerned.— 
Consequently as a salutary restraint the doctrine ean 
have no influence upon their conduct. What then res- 
trains them from sin? Few are willing to adiit that 
they are restrained, in any degree, by the fear of hell.— 
It isthe goodness and mercy of God, as manifested in 
their salvation, or the provision made for their salvation 
advocate. Among the most prominent arguments in its|/which restrains them from sin and induces good morals, 
favor he urged the hypothasis, that it was benefit to the!lor a correct course of conduct. Why then will not the 
eulprit. Whereas those who were imprisoned for life||game faith, a faith in divine goodness and mercy mani| 


‘A CHARGE OF ERROR.—Limitarians are Constantly char- 
ging Universalists with holding and promulgating error in 
embracing and preaching the doctrine of the final salva- 
tion of allmen. And yet they would consider themselves 
slandered, if it were said they did not pray for the truth of 
that very sentiment. ‘Qh!’ they exclaim, ‘ we ear- 
|pestly pray thatall mankind may be brought to repent: 
ance and enjoy the presence of God through all etemity.’ 
Now if it is an error for us to preach the doctrine, it is 
certainly an error for them to pray it. And whatis wosre, 
theirs is an error of the heart, while ours is an error of 
the head only. We pray for what we believe and delight 
in; and they pray for what they disbelieve and abomin- 
ate. Itis very painful, they say, for them to hear the doc 
trine preached—it is painful to see the world given over 
to the belief of it—it removes all restraint and confirms 
the wicked in their wickedness—and yet, with all the 
saintliness imaginable, they can pray for its truth ! Does 
not the charge of error come with an ill grace from those 
who so earnestly pray for the repentance and final salve- 
tion of all men? Reader, ‘ judge ye.’ R. 0. W. 


‘Distressina RELIGION.’—This is the title of a. brief 
editorial article that recently appeared in the Universalist 
Watchman, a paper published in Montpelier Vt. That 
our readers may understand the meaning of a ‘ distress 
ing religion,’ we copy the article for their perusal. 


Disstressine Rexigion.— Whatsort of religion 
is that? Irissuch a religion aa is obtained by much. 
distress, and that distrsses people very much after 
they getit. Lo we hear the different sects, hoast- 
ing of their smart preachers—how by their preach- 
ing people are distressed and cry outin agony ?—. 
What name can be more proper for such a religion 
than the one we have given it? 'Tbings ought to 
he called by their right names. If the word Or- 
thodox lias been wiongfully applied to the pre- 
vailing religion of the day, suppose we give if such 
a nae as its effects would most ebviously suggest? 
We notice in almost every revival account that is 
published, how that more or less persons, about 
such a time, began to feel very bad, and their dis- 
tress increased from day to day, until they become 
throughly wretched, that they could hald out no 
longer, and were finally glad to obtain relief by 
swallowing down that very poison, the fear of 
which so much distressed them. In almost every _ 
instance of conversion to the popular error of the 
day, the subject undergoes a ceriain. preparatory 
process, which is called conviction (very distress- 
ing) after which they are entitled to all the joys’ 
which flow from a beliefin endless misery.—Thie 
belief, where it is devoutly embraced, will diffuse 
itselfinto every period of life, rendering pleasure 


cenerally remained hardened end impenitent ; those whol/fested in individual salvation, exercise the same saluta-//disgusting, food insipid, society tiresome, and life 


ye ‘ , ph 
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itself a cruel burden. This is what we call a dis- 


tréssing religion. 


‘ 


This is truly a singular, but at same time a very popu- 
lar religion.. There are no doubt, many honest support} 
ers of it, who do not view it in the samelight as itis here 
presented. An illustration and confirmation of its most 
distressing features, however, may be found in the fol- 
lowing extract of an article, entitled ‘the two weddings, 
or the contrasts of grace.’ The article, was published in 
the September No. of the ‘Home Missionary and Ameri- 
can Pastors Journal,’ a pamphlet issued periodically 
from the seat of.the beast in Nassau street New York. © 


i 


C. F. B. at the wedding of an elder sister, was 
one of the bride’s maids; and, as young persons 
without religion commonly are, on such occasions, 
was full of gaiety and in high spirits. She was an 
elegant git'l, educated, sensible, a respecter of reli- 
gion, a child of many, prayers: and sometimes in 
that seriousness of mood which showed that she 
was not at ease, always, respecting the things be- 
tween God and her own soul. On this occasion, 
however, there seemed to be no heart lighter than | 
hers, inall the party. } 

We puss over six or sevea years to her wedding 
day; and find C., the bride, a most interesting con- 
wast to ©., the bride’s maid, in her whole state of} 
mind, respecting relgion.. She had seen days and 
months of deep distress, in that acquaintance with 
with her own heart, to which the Holy Spirit, by 
his convicting influences,. brings ‘the sinner.— 
Some of the expressions which had escaped from 
her pen, ina journal she kept, and which were 
like what fell from ber lips, if the many conveérsa- 
tions | had with her,—were the following moted} 
at various dates . : 

Jan. 22d. ‘Felt that mine wasa Jost and rnin-| 
ed condition.” Feb. 8.—‘ For the last two days 
have hated myself, and found fault with my Ma- 
ker ; felt myself all covered with sin, and traced 
him as.the cause. What greater evidence can I 
have of my vileness in his sight 2? What» must if 
du? Feb.11. ‘ Ibave been trying 10 search 'my| 
heart, to know the cause of my distress. I am 
not satified with the doctrine of special grace, 
and God’ssovreignty ; still, believe the truth of 
them ; but cannot submit to be in God’s hands] 
and at his disposal. If I was certain that God 
would save me then,how easy it would be to trust} 
myself with him.’ ‘ Sabbath—Went to church 
all day, in a violent storm 3 and one more violent 
within. ‘Tuesday night :—was extremely anx- 
jous, and wept much ow account of my sinfulness 
and helplessness.’ ‘Retired to bed: but not to 
rest :—wept sore for my sins,—but had no true 
repentance. At several different times such | 
words as the following appear. ‘ Itis a comfort-| 
Jess day ; nothing in the world to make me hap-| 
py ; and nothing in prospect for another, but the, 
blackness of darkness forever. O! that I never 
had been born !— What infinite mercy if God had 
taken my life when I had just entered the world. 
This was too great goodness. I deserve all, and 
all that I shall suffer in the regions of despair? 


-The pastor who. furnished this account states, here, 
that the young and beautiful ‘ C. F- B.’ was greatly dis- 
Aressed during the season of getting religion. The hap- 
piness, vivacity, and innocent gayety of the young lady’s 
life, were clouded and broken up by the awful fear of a 
tremendous hell; andshe was so far sunk in the depths 
of despair, as to wish, from the overflowing sorrow of her 
soul, thatshe had never been born! Itis true that, af 


terwards, she is said to have got relief; but not until she|| 


had been a sufferer for a long time. The insatiate har: 


|for the sorrowing soul—‘no prospect for another world | 


tent from the pure religion of Jesus Christ. 


iless inhunianity in the world, there would, in all proba-| 


jand exercise their ingenuity in attempting to refute chris-| 


|They frequently condemn, in the most violent terms, the} 


\the inconsistency between their practice and their princi-| 


matters of faith and practice; they would be far better 


\illiberal, intolerant, arrogant, proud, vindictive class of 


such change. Involved in the deep distress of 9 horri- 
ble religion, they spend their days in sorrow and una- 
vailing efforts to catch a phantom, and die at length in 
deeper anguish | How many there a’e who, during the 
sad operation of getting religion, experience a wreck of! 
reason, the Joss of health, and finally sink to an untime” 
ly grave in despair of future bliss. Oh, if they could be 
certain that God would save them, they might then again, 
behappy’ Bnt no; theyare denied even this poor, con- 
solation. 


| 


k 


ity? 


the bible? Is quarrelling and fighting, doing unto | 
others as you would they should do unto you? Is this 

the way to love your enemies, and do good to them | 
that hate you, and speak evil of you falsely? Is this. 


setting agood example to the unconverted and inti- 
\dels, to induce them to become. converts to christian- | 


If they thisk so, I will tell them they have 
mistaken their calling, and they must retrace their 


steps and become consistent, or abandon their pro- | 


fession and’ their stations as messengers of Jesus, and 
successors of the apostles. Jesus would be ashamed — 
of them—Pau! would not acknowledge them as the 


It is truly a distressing religion which. affords no hope) 
but the blackness of darkness forever!’ It is far differ-| 
It is aston-| 
ishing that preachers preach or hearers hear, a system so} 
adverse to the temporal well beingof man. Were there i 


ray : . Seta 
bility, be less effort for the propogation of.a distressing! 
religion, May God grant a speedy termination of such) 
religion, and the more extensive influence of that which, 


cometh from above. R. 0. W 


An AcKNOWLEDGMENT.—Ib is ihe most coymmon thing) 
in the world for infidels to abuse and Slandey christianity! 
and its professors. Indeed, if they could not find fault, 


tianity, they would have, nothing to do; fog their own 
system. does not appear to afford matter ertough to occu- 
py their attention any thing near, all their time. But not-| 
withstanding the continual war they wage upon it, they! 
can hardly ever speak of it, without the tacit ad-| 
mission that it is the very thing which it claims to be.— 


practice of professing christians, and attempt to show) 


ples. Their practice is said to be bad—instances are 
pointed out in which ibis is the case—but the charge of! 
inconsistency involves the acknowledgment that their| 
principles are good. Itseems to be admitted that, if, 
christians would act strictly in accordance with the pre-| 
cepts of Jesus Christ—the principles/liid down in that! 
book which they profess to regard as a rude and guide in| 
men they now.are. Thismay be true; and if so, the 
doctrines and principles of christianity ‘must be good. 

_ Ina recent number of an-infidel paper that has come|| 
under our observation, a writer discharges an excess of, 
the most bitter vituperation against clergymen. In his 
view, they are ‘as a body, the most inconsistent, absurd, 


men in this and every other country, where they are 
looked up to with superstitious awe.’ And in order to 
point out their inconsistency, the writerattempts to show 
how much their conduct is at variance with the princi | 
plés inculcated by the ‘meek and lowly Carpenter’s Son.’ 
We copy the foliowing :— é 
I can’t conceive how such men can claim to be disci- 
ples of the meck and lowly Carpenter’s Son,or to set 
themselves up as the teachers of his precepts, when 
their spirit and conduct is so adyerse to those pre- 
cepts, and his conauct, as related in the book which 
they admit as their guide and rule of conduct. I do 


H 


retailers of his doctrine and precepts.. 


Now all these questions proceed on the giound that — 
the Bible and christianity recognize, and allow of no such — 
conduct as ishere charged upon the clergy. Whether 
the charge is true or false, we need not, now inquire.— _ 
They who complain so pitifully of being abused by chris- 
tians, ought to look at home—and so far as we are con- 
cerned, they may pursue their way unmolesied—we shall _ 
not retort ; we may perhaps, occasionally jest put them 
lin mind of their admirable consistency. But allowing 
iclergyman to be guilty of all that is here charged upon | 
therh, the writer acknowledges it to be contrary to the 
spirit and principles of the christian religion. ‘Jesus 
would be ashamed of them—Paul would not acknowledge 
them as the retailers of his doctrine and precepts.’ | Ve- 
tytrue! If they are so. bad, Jesus would indeed be 
ashamed of them, because they so widely depart from 
his religion. ‘They are not true christians, if these char- 
ges are jnst, forchtistians are meek, humble, benevolent, | 
kind‘and charitable men. 

Does not this writer see how far his biltemess towards 
the clergy goes 1o prove the goodness, excellency and 
moral worth of the christian religion? How far be bears 


itestimony to its worth; and yet he calls it ‘other peoples’ | 


o -@ . - ; 
fables, allegories legends.’ A fine specimen of consis- 


tency and candor ! R, 0. W: 


SLEEP DURING PUBLIC worsHIP.—This is an evil 
with which some congregations and some preachers - 
are very much afflicted. Our attention has heen 
called to the subject by a brief article fiom the Star 
and Universelist which we copy below. It isseldom 
our misfortune to see a lazy lounging héarer sleeping, 
or be disturbed by his incessant snoring, during the - 
hours of public worship. But to those who have the 
spirit of slumber, who are more disposed to pay their 
devotions to Somnus in the house of worship, than ito ~ 
the living God, we recommend an attentive perusal _ 
of the article below. And especially, if they wish to 
sleep in quiet, they should be careful to keep from un - 
der the gallery, lest peradventure, instead of the : 
dews of divine grace, the ‘ great drops’ of moisten- 
ed tobacco should fall ‘ with soft slumbrous weight’ _ 
into their extended mouth, and disturb their repose. 


‘ AWAKE THOU THAT SLEEPEST.’ Scripture. 
We have a story to tell. Jt was related by a_ 
good old sober fsced divine, somewhere—wheth- 
er here orthe other side of the Atlantic,we cannot 


itell—no matter; but the story is doubtless true. 


not hesitate to say, that those who act in this. man- 
ner, are guilty of the most consummate impudence 
and impertinence. 
With what propriety can they claim to be Chris- 
tians? Does amere profession, without a corres- 
ponding possession, and doing the will of God, in- 
stead of saying, Lord, Lord, we have prophesied in 
thy name; entitlethem tothe name? If it does, then 


pies that threw her into this condition by their terrific 
' preaching, afraid that she would not suffer misery in an- 
other would, were not satisfied until they had grievously 
tormented her in this life. And even after a ‘ change 
came over the spirit of her dream’—for it was a mere 


every knave and gallows bird, who hypocritically pro. 
fesses to believe the things contained in a book, 
which is the most incomprehensible one that I have 
any knowledge of, is a Christian. I cannot see how 
these very pious, reverend gentlemen can consider, 
each other Christians, whilst they are traducing, vil- 
ifying and slandering one another, either in their as- 


~ gream, horrible indeed to think upon—it may be ques. 


tioned whether she was as happy, as she had been 


semblies, or in their pulpits, or in their falSely term-, 


¢ The only time,’ said he ‘that I ever smiled dur- 
ing public services in the house of God was 
on one occasion when an jndividual Jay fast asleep 
in sermon time—his head leaned back on the top 
of the pew directly under the singing gallery, and 
his mouth wide open. He looked ridiculous, and 
was'snoring somewhat audibly. Casting my eyes 
tpward tothe singing gallery, I perceived the 
chorister directly over the man’s head, looking 
down intently upon bim with something im his 
hand. It wasa large quid of tobacco, which he 
had just taken from his mouth. Taking good aim 
he let drop the quid—it went into the sleeper’s 
throat! He started on his feet, and such an ob- 


cen previjied, Religious papers. Is such conduct the legitimate ject Ihad never seen before! 1 laughed outright! | 
eusly. Andhaw many there are who experience no}fruits and effects ofa knowledge of the contents off The congregation were utterly confounded, and 


‘ 
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it was not until the affair h 
plained, that order was resto 

Whatan interesting sight this confused Baie 
ence must have presented. Their chorister minus 
aquid of tobacco which: had gone down the throat 
of-a poor sleepy, worn out hearer, and the preach- 
erenjoying« good broad laugh at their expense 
—and to his own surprise and that of the audi- 


ence! Nowall this was caused by that sinner 
who lay snoring when he should have been 
awake. : 


Phe truth is, this sleeping during public) service, 
is censurable, in the highest degree, 
sult to’a respectable audience, | us well as to the 
preacher. We believe we can safely say that our 
Universalist congregations are generally free from 

this evil, while “matiy who pretend to believe in 
the endless woe of millions of their fellow crea- 
tures, can sit and'sleep, yes sleep, while this horri- 
ble sentiment is proclaimed by the mouth of the 
preacher ! 

Doctrine aside. To all preachers who are troub- 


led with sleepy hearers; we will agree to tell) 


them a remedy for the, evil, if they will apply to 
us; andto all congregations who are troubled 


with sleepy .preachers, we would say—either| 


awake, oz dismiss them. 


f 


+A Mesrnopist’ qurstion, on two.—The following 
G. Coles, of new hei? memory: has just 


letter from Mr. 
come to hand. We insert it entire, and not having 


time to reply before the present number of our paper|| 


oes. to press, we shall'defer an answer until next 
week. Atthat time we shall endeavor tosatisfy the 
gentleman of new light and new darkness,’ new 
whims and new ideas. 


Hartrorp, Aue- 31, 1835. 
Sir: On'the supposition that you are rightand all 
the rest of mankind wrong -in respect to the belief of 
endless punishment, how do you reconcile that sup- 
position with the justice and mercy of God, in keep- 
ing so great a part of mankind in ignorance and mis- 
ery so long? . 
Yours respectfully, 
R, O: Witrrams. G. COLES. 


P.S. The greater‘part of mankind, so far as I can 
learn, have some fear of punishment hereafter, how 
then. comes it to pass that so few are delivered from 
this fear, on the supposition that there,is no just 
Sround for it? . G. C. 


INFIDELITY IN DISGUISE. 


) 


Original. 4 


[t isa very common accusation brought against us 
yy our limitarian brethren that we are infidels— 
jiat we have no faith in the sacred scriptures ; and 
here are many who have taken no pains‘to in- 
form themselves concerning the truth of this 
tharge. but who, nevertheless consider it so well 
founded as to assert that we deny the Bible, or 
ise it for no other purpose but to point out its con- 
radictory parts, ‘Out of thine own mouth will I 
wdge thee 2? j 

We had oceasion, not long since, to visit the 
‘own of K. in the south part of this state, to 
preach unto the people the gospel of peace and 
salvation. A methodist clergyman, an eccentric 
Srar, who occasionally sheds forth the precious 
ligbt of endless misery, in that place, wishing to 
do all he could to stay the progress of this ‘heresy,’ 
commenced an attack upon it from the pulpit! 
Afiey a recapitulation of the good old objections, 
devil’s droctriney ‘infidelity,’ ‘heresy,’ &e., being 
conscious of the fact that the Bible taught ‘the 
¢estitution of all things,’ he very gravely told his 
audience that ‘we can prove any thing from the Bi- 


! 


Tt is an ju-} 


| 


i 


| 


i 


\for the Massachusetts Convention of Universal- 


ja mass of contradictions ;and has he not conceded 


says, be ‘will not contend forever, neither will he 
between the. preacher, and the Bible; yet this 


lis between one part of the Bible and the oiherandt 


\difference between christianity and infidelity, and) 
‘not give your aid to infidelity under the mask of 


pee Did Abraham thew that we “cand 

‘prove’ endless. misery frém the Bible, when he 
had the promise, that in his seed all the nations of 
the earth shouid be blessed? Abraham did not 
stagger at this promise, but he gave glory to God, 
being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, 
he was able also to perform. He did not believe 
ithat we could ‘prove’ the endless torment of any 
person, for he believed that all nations would be 
blessed. Ofcourse, before we can allow that the 


and man, can be proved’ from the Bible,we must 
prove that there is some Bees that belongs to no 
nation. 4 


Now does not this preacher know that this is 
an acknowledgement on his part that: the Bible is 


to the enemies of christianity, the very point 
which they have been ‘so long contending for? 


thing from the Bible? which is a tacit acknowl- 


jedgement that it is an inconsistent book, and it| 


will require nothing more to destroy confidence in 

it, and to spread infidelity throughout the world. 
The Bible may indeed seem. contradictory to 

him: forhe thinks it teaches the eudless punish- 


mentofa part of God’s children and. the prophei|, 


be always -be wroth.’, So here we see a dispute 


preacher would have us believe that. this dispute! 


thereby make us'believe that ‘we can prove a SNE 
thing from the Bible,’ 
~ And now, reader, we hope you will learn the) 


christianity. J.S. 


N 


.SUSPENSLON REVOKED.—Some weeks since, a. certi- 
fieate was published in the Trumpet, over the signa-| 
ture of the Committee of Discipline appointed by the 
Massachusetts Convention of Universalists, in which} 
notice was given of the suspension of Br. L. S. Ever- 
ett from the fellowship of that body. The charges) 
which induced the Committee of Discipline to’ take! 
this step in relation to Br. Everett, were not named, 
but were doubtless considered sufficient to justify the 
course pursued. It would seem, however, from 
what follows. that a rehearing in the case has been 
had, and the Committee have scen cause, to reyoke 
their former decision. 

Toaliwhomitmay concern. 
Whereas the Rey. Linus S. Evererr refused 
to. appear before the Committee of Discipline 


ists,at his trial for Unministerial Conduct, where- 
of notice was published in the “I'rumpet’ of July 
18th ultimo; and he.after the publication of said 
notice, and of the decision on said occasion, hav- 
ing requested that the trial should be repeated; 


doctrine of an eternal seperation between man| 


Once let it be Admitted that ‘we can prove any-| 


sidered in n all thete Akctinageageee. ‘are subjects 
of admonitiou rather than disfell llowship.. The 
committee therefore do hereby revoke the sus- 
pension of the fellowship of the Asean 
Convention of Universalists. 


Si, gued,  Hosra Bauxov, Commitie 
Hosza Baxuop, 2d, of 
Syivanus Cogs, Discipline 


Boston, Aug. 12, 1835. 


Tue Convention anp, Jusingn.—A few ‘more 
days and ‘ thou shalt cause the.trumpet of the! Jubi- 
lee to sound.’ - We expect then to see our brethren 
|‘ fromthe north and the south, from the east and the 
west,’ coming up to ‘hallow the fiftieth year, and pro- 
clim liberty throughout all the land unto all the in- 
habitants thereof.’ 


| And we trust it willindeed ‘be 
a Jubilee unto them.’ 

Ministering brethren, when they arrive in this 
city, are requested to call\.at the Connectict Hotel 
in Maine street ; 


} 


or at the residence of the Junior 
Hditor (Mr. Bennett’s) over the Farmers and Mechan- 
ic’s Bank, corner of State and Market Street—at 
each of which places preperations ‘are made to te- 


ceive them. 
ave 


R. 0. W. 


RE i MOV ¥ TALS. Se 
fHE OFFICE of the Inquirer and Anchor in Hartford, 
is removed to the building formerly owned and occu- 
pied by Mr. ‘N. Ruggles in Main St. a few! rods south 
west of the State House square. 


| 
\ 
| 


The office of the Inquirer and wotiibe in Albany 
is removed to the room over E. Murdock’s store, 
directly opposite the Eagle ‘Tavern, South Mar- 


iket st. 


eee 


|‘ Baligtous Doitees, 


dSTue Genera, Convention or {Universarists ox 
tue Unrnep Staves’ will meetin annual session at this 
place (Hartford) on the evening preceding the third 
Wednesday [16th] of Sept. next. © “the council, according 
to the usual practice, will continue in session two days. 
We anticipate a pleasant and profitable session, and ex- 
pect a fnll attendance of delegates and visiting ‘brethren...’ 


The Hudson Rivey _ Association of .Universalists, 
will hold its annual. session in the city of Hndson, 
on the second Wednesday and Thursday, in Sept. 


Thert will be preaching on the lst sabbath in Sep- | 
tember, by Br. Shrigley at Winsted—by Br. Williams 
at Granby (and at Granville at5 o halools.e same dani 
and by Br. Willis at Somers. 


On the2 sabbath in Sept. there will be chaning, 
by Br. M: Ballou at Barkhamsted—by Br. Williams 
at Poquonock—and by Br. Shrigley at Millington— 
Br, Shrigley will also preach a lecture at Hamburg 
on Saturday evening previous, and at Colchester on, 
Sunday evening at half past7 0 ’clock. 


Br. Bugbee of Guilford Vt. will preach at Granby _ 
on the 3d Sabbath in Sept. 

There will be preaching on the 3d sabbath at 
Broadbrook. 

There willbe Bening at Hitehcockseille on the 
third Sabbath inst. 


There will be preaching at Durham on Friday eve. 
ning thinst, at Killingworth on Sunday the 27th, 


the said Committee granted him the privilege ; 
and met at the Vestry of the First Universalist 


Society in Boston, Aug. 12, 1835, where the 
charge and evidence were again brought forward, 
and Rev. Br. Everett made his defence. 

After a patient hearing of the whole, the Com- 
mittee are of opinion that the acknowledgements 
and retractions which Br. Everett has made, on 
this occasion, of certain items in the charge,are}. 


ble! Ts this aga If so, it exists only in aesiciaeiary;, 9 and “op the other items,when con-|) 


ty 


ao 


will deliver an address in the Centex Meeting 
in she afternoon., Rexriegs toc 


and at Upper Middletown on Monday 28th, 


‘There will be preaching at Northfield on the third 
Sabbath inst. 


Nomcr. The next meeting of the Hartford Coun- 
ty Temperance, Society will be held in Hartford on 
the’second Tuesday. the 8th day of September 1835, 
Delegates will meet in the Lecture Room of the 1st | 
Society at 10 o’clock A, M. The Rey. Mr. Hunt 
House 


ae 


. 
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POBSLALs 


Infancy. 
If there be perfect joy on earth, 
That seems from heaven to have its birth, 
It is to see, \ 
The bud that promises the rose, ~ 
Its cradled sweetness soft unciose, 
In Infancy. 


-Pure hours ! when all of life is light? 
When clothed in robes of stainless white, 
The cherub lies : * 
Beloved with holy tenderness, 
And watched by, orbs it seems to bless,— 
A mother’s eyes. 


How richer far than summer bird, 
The lisping accents fondly heard, 
As days increase, 
When riper meanings light the brow, 
And kind affection chanteth low 
Her songs of peace ! 


Oh! blessed time, when every hour, 

Flies like the odour from the flower, 
Serene and free ; 

When every charm of life is new, 

And every scene that greets the view 


Is fair to see. i 


Sure, when these opening blossoms die, 
And fade in beauty to the eye, 
None shall deplore ; 
For in a clime secure and bright, 
Sustained by deathless air and light, 
They pine no more. 


AAI EER ST ECTS eee ree inarane a nearest |) 


= 


Well. 
Oldham,in his ‘Satires upon the Jesuits,’ a work 
which would admit of a curious commentary, al- 
ludes to. their dying legends,’ and the innumer- 
able impositions they practised on the credalous. 
I quote a few lines in which’ he has collected 
some of those legendary miracles, which J have) 
noticed in the article on Legends, and the amours 
of the Virgin Mary are detailed in Religious| 
Nouvellettes. 


One undertakes by scales of miles to tell 
The bounds, dimensions, and extent of Hell) 
How many German leagues that realm contains ; 
How many chaldrons Helleach year expends 
In coals for roasting Hugonots and friends. 
Another frights the route with useful stories 
Of wild Chimeras, limbos, Purgatories ; 
Where bloated souls, insmoky durance hung, 
Like a Westphalia gammon or neat’s tongue, 
To be redeemed by masses and a song. 

Satyr IV. 


ever have readers among the curious in our po- 
etry, have been greatly disappointed in the pom. | 
pous edition of a Capt. Thompson, which illus-! 
trates none of hisallusions. 
Oldham alludes to some singular works. 

Treatises and topographical descriptions of| 
Hell, purgatory, and even Heaven, were once 
the favourite researches among certain zealous 
defenders of the Romish churehes, who exhaus- 
ted their ink-horns in building up a Hell to their 


that isto say, of those just men who died before| 


the famous Tillemont, condemns all the iaetré 


|jreflection in bis later edition, so that the good 
|man ashe grew older grew more unchari- 


ner too that the Benedictine editor of Justin) 


la virtuous pagan might be saved as well as a 


|to prove that {feaven has more inhabitants than 
Hell, 
|more numerous than the reprobate. 
\iwe may incline to smile at these works, thei 
\design 
The readers of Oldham, for Oldham must) 


extravagant and pernicious doctrine of the domi. 
In the above lines} 


own taste, or for their particular purpose. We 
havea treatise of Cardinal Bellarmin, a jesuit,on 
Purgatory; he seems to-have the science of a 
surveyor, among all the secret tracks and the 
_formindable divisions of ‘the bottomless pit.’ 

Bellarmin informs us that’ there are beneathi 


the danmed, where will be also their bodies af- 
ter the reserrection, and likewise all’the demons, 
The nearest Hell is meat | where souls are 
purged, or rather where they appease the anger 
of God by their sufferings. He says, that the 
same fires and the same torments are alike in 
both these places, the only difference between 
Hell and Purgatory consisting in theiz duration. 
Next to Purgatory is the limbo for those infants 
who die without having received the sacraments; 
and the fourth place is the limbo of the fathers ; 


the ceath of Christ. But since the days of the] 
Redeemer, this last division is empty, like an 
apartment to be let. A later catholic theologist, 


ous pagans to the eternal torments of Hell! be- 
cause they lived before the time of Jesus, and 
therefore could not be benefited by the .rddemp- 
tion! Speaking of young Tiberius who was 
compelled to fall on his sword, Tillemont adds, 
‘Thus by his own hand he ended his miserable 
life, to begin another, the misery of which will 
never end!’ Yet history records nothing bad of 
this prince. Jortin observes that he added this 


table in his religious notions. It is in this man- 


Martyr speaks of the illustrious pagans. This 
father, after highly applanding Socrates, and a 
few more who resembled him, inclines to think 
they are not fixed in Hell. But the Benedictine 
editor takes great pains to clear the good father 
from the shameful imputation of supposing that 


Benedictine monk! For a curious specimen of 
this odium theologium, see the censure of the 
Sorbonne or Marmontel’s Belisarius. 

’ The adverse party, who were either philo- 
sophers or reformers, received all such informa- 
tion with great suspicion. Anthony Cornelius, 
a lawyer in the 16th century, wrote a small 
tract, which was so effectually suppressed, as a 
monster of atheism, that a copy is now only to 
be found in the hands of the curious. This au- 
thor ridiculed the absurd and horrid doctrine of 
infant damnation, and was instantly decried as 
an atheist,and the printer prosecuted to his ruin! 
Caelius Secundus Curio, a noble Italian, pub- 
lished a treatise De Ampliludine beati regent Dei, 


or in his own phrase that the elect are 
Howeve 


was benevolent. ‘They were the first 
streaks of the morning light of the Reformation. 
Even-such works assisted mankind to examine 
more closely, and hold in greater contempt, the 


neering papist ical church.—Curiosities. of Liter-| 
ature, 


‘ 


Piety. 
There is scarcely any word, which religious 
people have occasion to use, that has been more 
violated, in its meaning, than the one at the} 
head of this article. It was early intro- 
duced into the service of the church, and bas 
been made tomean, what at any time, through 
all her variations and changes, she has pronoun- 
ced Orthodoxy. To believe her creed and be. 


the earth four different places,’ or a profound 


come deyoted to her thousand schemes for ag 


ithe religious world. ° 


icherishes the deepest sympathy for the.sorrows 


se uf e credulity she had fixed hey 
fatal grasps, or join the crusade for the destruc- 
tion of those who refuse an assent to her wreteh- 
ed dogmat—this bas been, in past ages of the 
Seni the sum and substance ot true piety. 

And such indeed, is the meaning of ‘the term 
at the present time toa considerabl e extent, in 
To follow the religious 
fashion—to join ‘ozr chureb,’ decorate ‘our 
splendid meeting house,’ believe every thing 
‘our minister’ says, and think he knows more 
than everybody else, to go and come and give 
our money at his bidding—to hide the faults of 
the church, and trumpet abroad aggravated and 
mawnified, the foibles of others ; to dress.in gay 
clothing, embellished with starched laces and 
cay ribbons, and then walk on tiptoe—this- 
constitutes a vast amount of the piety of the pi. 
ous world, A 

That to be ardeutly devoted to the popular 
theology of the day, is toa great extent at least 
the principle evidence of piety required, we need 
only observe the following fact—viz. Let a 
person who, for many years, bas been eminent 
for his faithfulness and zeal in the eburch, and 
whose moral character has ever been. above 
suspicion ; let this person renounce any of her 
leading doctrines and embrace others w hich he 
believes more worthy of a God of love, and bet- 
ter calculated to promote peace and virtue a- 
mongst men, and how soon do'we see the 
church arrayed against him! It is saidhe has 
lost his religion—his piety has left him—he has 
backslidden, and it will probably result in his 
Gnalruin.’ But what has the man really lost? 
what has left him, and from’ what has he back- 
slidden? Has he lost his trust{in God, and bis 
love and reverence for his character ? No; but 
he has lost ‘his faith im» a doctrine which fabbed 
God of his glory and man of his comfort. Has 
his virtue, his benevolence, his charity forsook 
him? No but the little stream has become a 
broad river. Once it was limited to ‘our church; 
but now it extends to the great church of Christ 
which he has ‘purchased with his blood.’ In 
short, he has backslidden from nothing but the 
cteed of the church, and yet he must be excom- 
municated with as much rigor and reproach as 
though he were guilty of the basest sins. 

Bat, ‘reader, forsake the creeds of men, with 
their fashions and their follies, and seek for in- 
struction, where alone it isto be found, im the 
Gospel of the: blessed Jesus, and you may yer 
learn the nature of geauine piety. Imprinciple, 
it consists in a supreme Jove and veneration for 
‘the character of Gad. In practice, *t consists 
in the exercise of love and benevolence to the 
world of mankind ; and he who entertains the 
most exalted cenéeptions of the love, goodness 
and mercy of God, and feels the most respect 
and reverence for his holy requirements; and 


and miseries of the world, and does most to al- 
leviate them, is the most faithful follower of the 
merciful Jesus, and possesses the most true pi- 
ety. —Pilol. , f 
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William A. Stickney of Berlin Ct. to Miss Boe Bo 
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to ber blinded votaries and her curses to her| In this city (Hartford) Mr. Elisha rely op 
these places is Hell ; it contains all the souls of; unyielding foes ; to pamper the pride and vanity * . 


